THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING

summer of 1752 Fielding took a farm there called Ford-
hook, which became his country residence for the rest of
his life. It was situated, according to local history, "on
the "Oxbridge road, at the distance of about a mile from
the village of Acton, at the eastern extremity of Ealing. "*
Various assessments against the property while it was held
by Fielding show that it was valued at seventy pounds a
year.f The place was chosen, Fielding says in "A Voyage
to Lisbon," because the soil was dry and the air the best
in the kingdom, while a ridge of hills cut off the north wind,
and distance protected him against "the smells and smoke
of London." Besides these attx*actions, the house had a
southern exposure. What a relief it must have been for
Fielding and his family to exchange on a Friday or a
Saturday that old Bow Street den for the pure elastic air
of Fordhook! In his first letter from the country to the
Duke of Newcastle, Fielding wrote:

"My Lord Duke

I received an order from my Lord Chancellor imme-
diately after the breaking up of the Council to lay before
your Grace all the Affidavits I had taken since the Gipsey's
Trial which related to that Affair. I then told the Mes-
senger that I had taken none, as indeed the fact is the
Affidavits of which I gave my Lord Chancellor an Abstract
having been all sworn before Justices of the Peace in the
Neighbourhood of Endfield, and remain I believe in the
Possession of an Attorney in the City.

" However in Consequence of the Commands with which
your Grace was pleased to honour me yesterday, I sent my

*T. Faulkner, " History and Antiquities of Brentford, Ealing, and Chis-
wick," London, 1845, p. 266.

tMr. J. Paul de Castro in "Notes and Queries," 12 8. I (July 1, 1916).
The Ealing Bate Books show poor rates assessed against Fielding on Feb. 15,
1753, Sept. 5, 1753, and Sept. 18, 1754, Fielding's predecessor was Thomas
Grurnell; his successor was John Ranby, the distinguished surgeon praised in
"Tom Jones."
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